Read Aloud Tips for Parents
Research has shown that reading aloud to a child is the single most important factor in raising a reader.  Here are some strategies for you to try at home when reading aloud with your child.
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· Establish a regular time and place.  Reading every day for 20 minutes is more beneficial than reading for a longer period of time on a less frequent schedule.

· Encourage children to pick their own books to read together by placing them at eye level and making them easily accessible.

· Cuddle up together and encourage “pre-readers” to repeat words and phrases as you read to them.

· Read favorite books over and over again.  Children love to do this, and it is important because it helps them remember words, phrases, and even the sequence of a story.

· Be an expressive reader!!!  It takes PRACTICE!!!  When you read every day, your skill as a storyteller will improve.

· Keep reading aloud as your kids grow.  Until junior high school, most children are better at listening than they are at reading!

